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September 2014 

NEWSLETTER 

LIVESTOCK PRODUCERS URGED TO ENROLL IN DISASTER  
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM BY OCT. 1 

Producers who have suffered eligible disaster-related losses are encouraged to act to secure 
assistance by Sept. 30, 2014, as congressionally mandated payment reductions will take place 
for producers who have not acted before that date. Livestock producers that have experienced 
grazing losses since October 2011 and may be eligible for benefits but have not yet contacted 
their local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office should do so as soon as possible.  
 

The Budget Control Act passed by Congress in 2011 requires USDA to implement reductions 
of 7.3 percent to the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) in the new fiscal year, which 
begins Oct. 1, 2014. However, producers seeking LFP support who have scheduled appoint-
ments with their local FSA office before Oct. 1, even if the appointment occurs after Oct.1, 
will not see reductions in the amount of disaster relief they receive.  
 

USDA is encouraging producers to register, request an appointment or begin a Livestock For-
age Disaster Program application with their county FSA office before Oct. 1, 2014, to lock 
in the current zero percent sequestration rate. As an additional aid to qualified producers ap-
plying for LFP, the Farm Service's Agency has developed an online registration that enables 
farmers and ranchers to put their names on an electronic list before the deadline to avoid re-
ductions in their disaster assistance. This is an alternative to visiting or contacting the county 
office. To place a name on the Livestock Forage Disaster Program list online, visit http://
www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster-register. 
 

Producers who already contacted the county office and have an appointment scheduled need 
do nothing more.  
 

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP), the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) and the Nonin-
sured Disaster Assistance Program (NAPFF) Frost Freeze payments will also be cut by 7.3 
percent on Oct. 1, 2014. Unlike the Livestock Forage Disaster Program, applications for these 
programs must be fully completed by Sept. 30. FSA offices will prioritize these applications, 
but as the full application process can take several days or more to complete, producers are 
encouraged to begin the application process as soon as possible.  
 

The Livestock Forage Disaster Program compensates eligible livestock producers who suf-
fered grazing losses due to drought or fire between Oct. 1, 2011 and Dec. 31, 2014. Eligible 
livestock includes alpacas, beef cattle, buffalo, beefalo, dairy cattle, deer, elk, emus, equine, 
goats, llamas, poultry, reindeer, sheep or swine that have been or would have been grazing the 
eligible grazing land or pastureland. Producers forced to liquidate their livestock may also be 
eligible for program benefits.  
 

Additionally, the 2014 Farm Bill eliminated the risk management purchase requirement. Live-
stock producers are no longer required to purchase coverage under the federal crop insurance 
program or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program to be eligible for Livestock Forage 
Disaster Program assistance.  
 

To learn more about USDA disaster relief program, producers can review the 2014 Farm Bill 
fact sheet at www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill, the LFP program fact sheet, http://go.usa.gov/5JTk, 
or contact their local FSA office. 
 

 NOTE: County offices will have limited staff during Sept. 23-26 so we encourage producers to 
come in before or after those dates.  
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USDA NOTIFIES PRODUCERS ON ACREAGE HISTORY AND YIELDS 
Written notifications from USDA are underway to farmers that provide updates on their current 
base acres, yields and 2009-2012 planting history.  

Please cross check the letter from USDA with your farm records. If the information is correct, 
no further action is needed at this time, but if our letter is incomplete or incorrect, contact your 
local FSA office as soon as possible. 

Verifying the accuracy of data on a farm’s acreage history is a required early step for enrolling 
in the upcoming Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) program and the Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) program. Farmers and ranchers can update their crop yield information and reallocate 
base acres.  

By mid-winter all producers on a farm will be required to make a one-time, unanimous and 
irrevocable election between price protection and county revenue protection or individual reve-
nue protection for 2014-2018 crop years. Producers can expect to sign contracts for ARC or 
PLC for the 2014 and 2015 crop years in the spring of 2015.  

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flax-
seed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, 
medium grain rice (includes short grain rice and temperate japonica rice), safflower seed, sesa-
me, soybeans, sunflower seed, and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. 

 Visit www.fsa.usda.gov or the local FSA office for information about FSA and the 2014 Farm 
Bill programs.  

 

 
USDA REMINDS FARMERS OF 2014 FARM BILL  

CONSERVATION COMPLIANCE CHANGES 
Changes mandated through the 2014 Farm Bill require producers to have a Highly Erodible 
Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation Certification (AD-1026) on file.   

For farmers to be eligible for premium support on their federal crop insurance, a completed and 
signed AD-1026 form must be on file with the FSA. Since many FSA and Natural Resource 
Conservation (NRCS) programs have this requirement, most producers should already have an 
AD-1026 on file. If producers have not filed, they must do so by June 1, 2015.  

When a farmer completes the AD-1026, FSA and NRCS staff will outline any additional ac-
tions that may be required for compliance with the provisions. The Risk Management Agency, 
through the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation (FCIC), manages the federal crop insurance 
program that provides the modern farm safety net for American farmers and ranchers. 

Since enactment of the 1985 Farm Bill, eligibility for most commodity, disaster, and conserva-
tion programs has been linked to compliance with the highly erodible land conservation and 
wetland conservation provisions. The 2014 Farm Bill continues the requirement that producers 
adhere to conservation compliance guidelines to be eligible for most programs administered by 
FSA and NRCS. This includes the new price and revenue protection programs (ARC & PLC), 
the Conservation Reserve Program, the Livestock Disaster Assistance programs and Marketing 
Assistance Loans implemented by FSA. It also includes the Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program, the Conservation Stewardship Program, and other conservation programs.  

FSA recently released a revised form AD-1026, which is available at USDA Service Centers 
and online at: www.fsa.usda.gov . USDA will publish a rule later this year that will provide 
details outlining the connection of conservation compliance with crop insurance premium sup-
port.  Producers can also contact their local USDA Service Center for information.  A listing of 
service center locations is available at www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/
contact/local/.  

 

 

527‐8268 
Canyon/Ada/Owyhee 
Kyla Pearson, CED 
Lora Ulrich, FLM 
2208 E Chicago, Ste B  
Caldwell 83605-4496 
454-8696 
 
Caribou  
Chad Bybee, CED 
390 E Hooper, Soda Springs 
83276 
547-4396 
 
Cassia  
Cary Curtis, CED 
1351 E 16th St  
Burley 83318-2406 
678-1157 
 
Elmore 
Jeff Groat, CED 
795 S Haskett   
Mtn. Home 83647-3378 
587-3303 
 
Franklin 
Ben Evans, CED 
Todd Tueller, FLM 
98 E 800 N, Ste 2  
Preston 83263-5388 
852-0482 
 
Fremont 
Tauna Saurey, CED 
1210 S. Industrial Park Road 
St Anthony 83445-5014 
624-7391 
 
Gem/Boise/Valley 
Jeff Groat, CED 
1805 Highway 16, Ste 4  
Emmett 83617-9076 
365-3527 
 
Gooding/Camas 
Harold Boggs, CED 
820 Main St, Gooding 83330 
934-8472 
 
Idaho 
Julie Fowler, CED 
102 South Hall 
Grangeville 83530 
983-1050 
 
Jefferson/Clark 
Lisa Eaton, CED 
210 S. 5th West 
Rigby 83442-5219 
745-6664 
 
Jerome/Lincoln/Blaine 
Tom Snow. CED 
Beth Sant, FLM 
310 W. Nez Perce Ave. 
Jerome 83338 
324-4325 
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MARGIN PROTECTION PROGRAM FOR DAIRY PRODUCERS 
The 2014 Farm Bill authorized the Margin Protection Program (MPP-Dairy) for dairy pro-
ducers. The new, voluntary risk management program replaces the Milk Income Loss  
Contract (MILC) program which expired on Sept. 1, 2014.  

MPP-Dairy offers protection to dairy producers when the difference (the margin) between 
the all-milk price and national average feed cost falls below a certain producer selected 
amount.  

Eligible producers may purchase coverage for their dairy operation by paying an annual ad-
ministrative fee of $100 and a premium, as applicable, for higher levels of coverage.  
Producers in the dairy operation will have to select a desired coverage level ranging from 
$4.00 to $8.00, in $0.50 increments and a desired coverage percentage level ranging from 25 
to 90 percent, in 5 percent increments. Producers will also have to decide whether or not to 
participate in the MPP-Dairy Program or the Livestock Gross Margin program administered 
by the Risk Management Agency (RMA), but they will not be allowed to participate in 
both.  

A decision tool is  available at www.fsa.usda.gov to help producers make coverage level 
decisions. Open enrollment for CY 2014-15 began on September 2nd, and will continue  
until November 28, 2014. Dairy operators will establish their production history during sign
-up. Verification of the production records will be required. The regulations for MPP-dairy 
are still being developed. Additional information will be provided as it becomes available.  

 
2014 MAL AND LDP REQUESTS 

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting requests for marketing assistance loans 
(MALs) and loan deficiency payments (LDPs) for eligible 2014 commodities.   

MALs and LDPs for the 2014 crop year become available to eligible producers beginning 
with harvest/shearing season and extending through a specific commodity’s final loan avail-
ability date. Sugar commodity loans for the 2014 crop will be available to sugar processors 
beginning Oct. 1, 2014.   

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soy-
beans, and other oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool, mohair and honey.  MALs 
provide producers interim financing after harvest to help them meet cash flow needs without 
having to sell their commodities when market prices are typically at harvest-time lows. A 
producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, but agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if 
such a payment is available. Marketing loan provisions and LDPs are not available for sugar 
and extra-long staple cotton. 

The 2014 Farm Bill also establishes payment limitations per individual or entity not to ex-
ceed $125,000 annually on certain commodities for the following program benefits: price 
loss coverage payments, agriculture risk coverage payments, marketing loan gains (MLGs) 
and LDPs.  These payment limitations do not apply to MAL loan disbursements. 

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions were modified by the 2014 Farm Bill, which states 
that a producer whose total applicable three-year average AGI exceeds $900,000 is not eligi-
ble to receive an MLG or LDP. 

National and county loans rates for 2014 crops are posted on 
the FSA website at:  www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport. 

 

UNAUTHORIZED DISPOSITION OF GRAIN 
If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, selling or 
any other form of disposal without prior written authorization 
from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized disposition. The financial penal-
ties for unauthorized dispositions are severe and a producer’s name will be placed on a loan 
violation list for a two-year period.  Always call before you haul any grain under loan. 

Latah 
Jim Knecht, CED 
1848 S. Mountain View Rd, 
Ste 1 Moscow 83843 
882-4960 
 
Lemhi/N. Custer 
Tony Potter, CED 
945 Riverfront Drive 
Salmon  83467-5222 
756-4262 
 
Lewis/Clearwater 
Karel Wemhoff, CED 
521 Oak St, Room 9  
Nezperce 83543-5066 
937-2291 
 
Madison 
Bart Linderman, CED 
Curtis Warner, FLM 
302 Profit Street  
Rexburg, ID  83440-5307 
356-5701 
 
Minidoka 
Nick Treasure, CED 
April Bryngelson, FLM 
98 "C" S 200 West  
Rupert 83350-9133 
436-4777 
 
Nez Perce 
Tricia Uhlenkott, CED 
Bardell Faux, FLM 
1630 23rd Ave, Ste 1201 
 Lewiston 83501-6350 
746-9621 
 
Oneida 
Kim Jenkins, CED  
137 N. 100 West 
 Malad City 83252-1236 
766-4719 
 
Power 
Deb Duba, CED 
2769 Fairgrounds Rd, Ste B 
American Falls 83211-5418 
226-5139 
 
Teton 
Bart Linderman, CED 
275 Old Railroad Way, Driggs 
83422 
354-2680 
 
Twin Falls 
Lance Phillips, CED 
1441 Filmore, Ste B  
Twin Falls 83301-3380 
733-5380 
 
Washington/Adams/Payette 
Kim Royer, CED 
849 E 9th St, Weiser 83672 
549-4280 
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USDA ANNOUNCES NEW SUPPORT FOR BEGINNING FARMERS AND RANCHERS 
Department Implementing New Farm Bill Programs, Unveiling New Centralized Online Resource to Support Next Generation of Farmers 
USDA has announced the implementation of new Farm Bill measures and other policy changes to improve the financial secu-
rity of new and beginning farmers and ranchers. USDA also unveiled www.USDA.gov/newfarmers, a new website that will 
provide a centralized, one-stop resource where beginning farmers and ranchers can explore the variety of USDA initiatives 
designed to help them succeed.  

USDA’s www.usda.gov/newfarmers has in depth information for new farmers and ranchers, including: how to increase access 
to land and capital; build new market opportunities; participate in conservation opportunities; select and use the right risk 
management tools; and access USDA education, and technical support programs.  These issues have been identified as top 
priorities by new farmers. The website will also feature instructive case studies about beginning farmers who have successful-
ly utilized USDA resources to start or expand their business operations.  

Recent policy announcements in support of beginning farmers and ranchers include: 
 
 Waiving service fees for new and beginning farmers or ranchers to enroll in the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance 

Program (NAP) for the 2014 crop year.  NAP provides risk management tools to farmers who grow crops for which there 
is no crop insurance product. Under this waiver, announced via an official notice to Farm Service Agency offices, farmers 
and ranchers whom already enrolled in NAP for the 2014 crop year and certified to being a beginning farmer or social 
disadvantaged farmer are eligible for a service fee refund.  

 Eliminating payment reductions under the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) for new and beginning farmers which 
will allow routine, prescribed, and emergency grazing outside the primary nesting season on enrolled land consistent with 
approved conservation plans.  Previously, farmers and ranchers grazing on CRP land were subject to a reduction in CRP 
payments of up to 25 percent.  Waiving these reductions for new and beginning farmers will provide extra financial sup-
port during times of emergency like drought and other natural disasters.   

 Increasing payment rates to beginning farmers and ranchers under Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and 
Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP).   Under this provision, beginning farmers can claim up 90 percent of losses for lost 
livestock, such as bees, under ELAP. This is a fifty percent increase over previously available payment amounts to new 
and beginning farmers. 

In the near future, USDA will also announce additional crop insurance program changes for beginning farmers and ranchers – 
including discounted premiums, waiver of administrative fees, and other benefits. 
 

For additional information about USDA actions in support of beginning farmers and ranchers look for this logo at 
www.usda.gov. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
JEROME, TWIN FALLS AND CLEARWATER COUNTY ELIGIBLE FOR EMERGENCY LOANS 

Three counties were declared as primary disaster areas due to rain and hail during August. Under this designation, producers 
with operations in any primary or contiguous county are eligible to apply for low interest emergency loans.  

Emergency loans announced earlier this year helped producers nationwide recover from production and physical losses due to 
drought, flooding and other natural disasters or quarantine.  

Producers have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for emergency loan assistance. FSA will consider each 
loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security available and repayment ability. Producers 
can borrow up to 100 percent of actual production or physical losses, to a maximum amount of $500,000.  
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USDA FARM SERVICE AGENCY REMINDS PRODUCERS:  
FARM BILL ALLOWS EARLY TERMINATION FOR CERTAIN CRP CONTRACTS  

USDA Idaho Farm Service Agency reminds producers that as of Aug. 6, producers with acres under contract through the 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) can apply for early contract termination, as required by the 2014 Farm Bill.  The dead-
line to request early CRP contract termination is Jan. 30, 2015.   

The effective date for early termination is no earlier than October 1, 2014.  The CRP contract must been in effect for at least 
five years and other conditions must be met.  The 2014 Farm Bill identifies 10 exceptions whereby land will not be eligible 
for the early-out provisions.  For a complete list of these exceptions, please view the program fact sheet online at http://
www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/crp_opt_out_fact_sht.pdf  

 
Once a CRP contract termination request is approved by the FSA County Committee, the decision cannot be reversed and the 
contract cannot be reinstated. Producers must meet conservation compliance provisions for all land that will be returned to 
production. 

For more information on or to determine eligibility for early termination of existing CRP contracts, please contact your local 
FSA office.  For local FSA Service Center contact information, please visit: http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 
632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay).  USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer. 

Dates to Remember 

Nov. 1 Deadline for ELAP applications for loss in 2014 

 Nov. 15 

Crop reporting deadline for forage (includes new and 
established alfalfa for hay, mixed forages, and grass 
hay), pasture, rangeland, and apiculture (honeybee 
forage) 

 Nov. 28 Registration period ends for 2014-2015 MPP 

Dec.15 

Crop reporting deadline for fall wheat, fall canola, fall 
barley, fall mint, fall planted dry peas, fall planted 
and established alfalfa for seed, and all other fall 
planted small grains.  

Jan. 2, 
2015 

Crop reporting deadline for Honey (Colonies) 

Jan. 15, 
2015 

Crop reporting deadline for apples, cherries, fresh 
apricots, fresh freestone peaches, fresh nectarines, 
grapes and plums 

Jan. 30, 
2015 

Deadline for LIP/LFP applications for loss in 2011 
through 2013 

Sept. 30 NAP deadline for all fall seeded crops and grass 

Selected Interest Rates for 
September 2014 

Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.125% 
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 3.75% 
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 
Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or 
Rancher 

1.50% 

Emergency Loans 3.125% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans 
(7 years) 

2.125% 
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